Recognizing the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy in Higher Education
Recognizing the Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy in Higher Education
Participating Public Institutions, Innovative Practices, and Opportunities for Collaboration
August 2026
Introduction
The Massachusetts State Seal of Biliteracy recognizes high school graduates who demonstrate a high level of proficiency in English and at least one additional language. The Seal is recorded on the student’s high school transcript, providing institutions of higher education with a consistent way to recognize the language skills students bring to college.
A growing number of Massachusetts public colleges and universities recognize the Seal through college credit, placement into higher-level world language courses, fulfillment of academic requirements, or access to college-level English coursework. These practices help students build on demonstrated proficiency rather than repeat learning they have already mastered. They also support equitable college access, reduce unnecessary coursework and costs, and communicate that multilingualism is an academic and professional asset.
This resource was originally developed by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education in consultation with the Massachusetts Department of Higher Education. It is designed to:
· Highlight innovative approaches institutions have adopted; and
· Provide examples for institutions considering how they might recognize the Seal.
Opportunities for Institutional Recognition
Institutions may recognize the Seal in ways that align with their academic programs, degree requirements, placement practices, and credit-for-prior-learning policies. Current practices in Massachusetts offer several models.
Awarding College Credit
Many participating institutions award credit based on the proficiency represented by each award:
· The State Seal of Biliteracy represents Intermediate High proficiency.
· The State Seal of Biliteracy with Distinction represents Advanced Low proficiency.
Several institutions award additional credit for the Seal with Distinction, recognizing the higher level of demonstrated proficiency.
Placing Students into Higher-Level World Language Courses
Institutions may use the proficiency represented by the Seal to place students into higher-level world language courses without requiring them to begin with introductory coursework. Appropriate placement allows students to continue developing their language proficiency, access more advanced study sooner, and avoid repeating material they have already mastered.
Placement may be offered independently or in combination with college credit. Institutions may also use the Seal as one source of evidence within an existing placement process.
Awarding Credit in Languages Not Offered by the Institution
Some institutions award humanities, world language, or general elective credit when a student earns the Seal in a language the institution does not teach. This approach allows institutions to recognize demonstrated proficiency across the full range of languages spoken and signed by Massachusetts students.
Awarding Retroactive Credit
Bridgewater State University awards credit after a student successfully completes the next course in the language sequence, when applicable, or another course approved by the department chair. This model encourages students to continue their language study while recognizing the proficiency they developed before entering college.
Supporting Access to College-Level English Coursework
Cape Cod Community College and Middlesex Community College recognize the Seal in connection with English placement or remedial English requirements. These policies recognize that students who have already demonstrated the English proficiency necessary to earn the Seal may be prepared to begin college-level English coursework without additional developmental requirements.
Applying Credit Toward Academic Requirements
Participating institutions may allow Seal-based credit to count toward humanities requirements, general education requirements, electives, graduation requirements, or applicable major and minor requirements. This makes recognition more meaningful than credit that appears on the transcript but does not advance the student toward a credential.
Supporting Continued Language Study
Recognition should create opportunities rather than suggest that a student’s language development is complete. Advising and placement practices should help Seal earners enter appropriately challenging coursework, pursue advanced language study, apply their multilingual skills across disciplines, and connect those skills with community and workforce opportunities.
Participating Institutions and Recognition Policies
For a current list of Massachusetts public institutions of higher education known to recognize the Seal—and a summary of the recognition each institution provides—see Massachusetts Public Institutions of Higher Education Recognizing the State Seal of Biliteracy. This separately maintained resource links to each institution’s published policy or webpage.
Considerations for Institutions Developing a Recognition Policy
Institutions beginning this work may wish to bring together representatives from:
· Academic affairs;
· Admissions;
· The registrar’s office;
· Academic advising;
· Credit for prior learning;
· World language programs;
· English or writing programs;
· General education; and
· Equity, access, and student-success offices.
Institutions may begin by reviewing their existing policies for Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, proficiency examinations, and credit for prior learning. These policies can provide useful models for determining credit, placement, and fulfillment of academic requirements while accounting for the particular evidence represented by the Seal.
Together, these offices can consider:
What recognition will the institution provide?
Options may include college credit, placement into higher-level world language courses, fulfillment of academic requirements, access to college-level English coursework, or a combination of these benefits.
Will the Seal and the Seal with Distinction receive different recognition?
Many institutions award additional credit or provide higher-level placement for the Seal with Distinction because it represents a higher level of language proficiency.
How will world language placement be determined?
Institutions may use the Seal to place students directly into an appropriate course, incorporate it into an existing placement process, or combine placement with retroactive credit after the student successfully completes a higher-level course.
How will the institution recognize languages it does not teach?
Generic world language, humanities, or elective credit can provide equitable recognition across languages.
How will students receive the recognition?
Institutions should establish a clear process for reviewing the high school transcript, determining placement, recording credit or fulfillment of requirements, and notifying the student.
How will the policy be communicated?
Publishing the policy on admissions, registrar, advising, credit-for-prior-learning, and world language webpages makes the benefit visible to prospective and enrolled students.
Strengthening Recognition Across Massachusetts
Institutions do not need to develop recognition policies in isolation. The range of existing Massachusetts policies provides workable models for awarding credit, placing students into higher-level world language courses, determining course equivalencies, recognizing languages not offered by the institution, and connecting the Seal to academic requirements.
Participating institutions are encouraged to share policies, implementation processes, and lessons learned with one another. Greater consistency and visibility across institutions will help students understand the value of earning the Seal and make it easier for high schools, families, and college advisers to communicate available opportunities. For collaboration or support, contact MAStateSealofBiliteracy@mass.gov.
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