Mabel Cortez-Wang, Maple Wood Charter School 
 School Year (SY) 26-27 USSYP Student Essays
Each student applicant is required to write two (2) essays by choosing and responding to one of the prompts listed under each essay. Prompts are provided on page 2.
Format of the essays (see example on page 3)
· Essays need to be written on separate documents – one document per essay. Include your name and charter school or district in the header of each document.
· Title each document to reflect whether it is Essay 1 or 2
· Include the chosen prompt at the beginning of your essay
· Each essay response can be up to 2 pages single-spaced using 12-point size font (Arial, Calibri, Aptos, or Times New Roman). 

NOTE: Essays must be your original content 
Essays allow us to hear your voice and get to know your character, strengths, and qualities that shape who you are as a student leader and as an individual. As a result, your responses to the essay prompts must be your original work with your unique perspectives and voice. 
Note regarding use of artificial intelligence (AI): 
AI cannot be used to:
· Copy/paste from an AI generator (or any text or work from another author)
· Use AI-generated content for your essays
· Translate an essay published in another language
AI can be used to: 
· Review grammar and spelling once you’ve completed your essays
· Research primary sources to support your unique perspective or assertions
· Generate questions to help with the brainstorming process
Please see the SY26-27 USSYP Statement Confirming Truth and Accuracy of Application Materials and Use of AI document on U.S. Senate Youth Program - Student Scholarships, Awards and Special Programs for more information.


Essay Prompts
Essay 1: State (REQUIRED): Select and respond to ONE of the following prompts
· Imagine that you have recently been elected as one of the youngest members of the Massachusetts Legislature. What would be the first bill you would introduce? Describe the provisions of your bill and why this initiative is your top priority.
· As a student leader in Massachusetts, what do you see as the greatest areas for improvement in the education system?
· Is there an important historical figure from Massachusetts that has been underrepresented in high school history curriculum? Describe this figure’s contribution to our nation’s (or Massachusetts’) history and why it would be important to raise awareness about them now.
· If you became a U.S. Senator for Massachusetts, what Senate Committees would you most want to be assigned to and why? What personal qualities would you bring to the job as Senator that would benefit Massachusetts?
Essay 2: National (REQUIRED): Select and respond to ONE of the following prompts
· Identify one contentious issue nationally that you think should be prioritized by our elected officials and discuss what needs to be done to bridge the divide. As a future leader, how can you work to help bridge the divide?
· When discussing elected leaders, some people say there are different priorities based on generational differences. Some people call for term limits, and some people believe that the problems our country faces right now require voices with years of experience in elected positions. As a young leader, what are some of the current issues you see as critical to you and your peers that elected bodies (e.g.,the legislature) can impact? To what degree do you think voices with substantial experience in elected positions - or voices who are newer to elected positions - are needed to address the issues you have identified as important? 
· At 18 years old, you (will) have a chance to vote in congressional and presidential elections. 
· What factors do you think are important to consider when casting a ballot?
· What qualities do you think are important to look for in a political candidate?
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· What issues are important to you?
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Essay 1
Prompt: As a student leader in Massachusetts, what do you see as the greatest areas for improvement in the education system, and what ideas would you propose to create better dialogue and understanding among various student groups?

The education system in Massachusetts…EXAMPLE
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