

1
 
[bookmark: _Hlk163914771]USSYP Information Session
September 9, 2026
3:00 p.m.
* * * * *
This text, document, or file is based on live transcription. Communication Access Realtime Translation (CART), captioning and/or live transcription are provided in order to facilitate communication accessibility and may not be a totally verbatim record of the proceedings.  This text, document, or file is not to be distributed or used in any way that may violate copyright law.
* * * * *
(Captions provided by a live Captioner.)
* * * * *
>> JUIN LIU: Hi, everyone.
Thanks for joining.
We're going to start in a couple of minutes.
We'll give everyone two more minutes before we start.
Thank you so much for joining us today.
>> EMILY TAYLOR: Okay, thank you for joining us today for the Information Session on this year's United States Senate Youth Program.
My name is Emily Taylor and I'm joined by my DESE colleague, Juin Liu, and our ASL interpreters, Desireé and Robert, and we have a captioner, Tracy, also with us today.
This information is being recorded and we will have it posted with closed captioning as well as a transcript to our USSYP web page.
Slide 2: This is our agenda for today's Information Session.
We're going to be giving you a brief background on the history of the United States Senate Youth Program which we will be calling USSYP from now on.
Then we'll get into the key details and dates that student applicants should keep in mind, and we'll have time for questions at the end.
Slide 3: USSYP was created in 1962 by bipartisan Senate leaders who wanted to create a program for high school students to increase their understanding of the interrelationships of the three branches of government, the caliber and responsibilities of federally elected and appointed officials, and the vital importance of democratic decision‑making.
Since then, the Hearst Foundation pledged to support the program as long as the Senate sponsors it, which the Senate Rules Committee has done for the past 63, going on 64 years.
Slide 4: Some key information before we get to eligibility and application details, so each year, participating states select two delegates to represent the state at Washington Week, where those meet with Senators, officials, Department of Defense, other federal agencies, Supreme Court justices and senior members of the National Media.
The selected delegates also receive a college scholarship for $12,500.
Delegates must participate in Washington Week in accordance with all the rules, in order to receive the college scholarship.
This year's Washington Week will take place next March, from March 6th through March 13th.
Transportation, hotel and meal expenses in D.C. will all be provided by the Hearst Foundation.
Parents or guardians cannot chaperone the delegates, and no arrangements for religious practices or services other than dietary guidelines will be provided.
And finally, roommates will be determined by USSYP.

Slide 5: So our key dates to keep in mind for the Massachusetts USSYP selection process, all application packets are due by 9:00 p.m. on September 25th.
Please make sure student applicants follow the process outlined in the Eligibility and Application Guidelines document posted on DESE's USSYP web page, and use the application checklist to ensure that the application packet is complete.
We strongly recommend the applicants do not wait until the last minute to submit their applications.
Applications with the time stamp of 9:01 p.m. or later will not be accepted for consideration.
Applicants selected to advance to the interview round will be notified by October 21st.
The interviews as well as reference checks will take place sometime between October 23rd and November 10th.
And the Hearst Foundation will notify the delegate ‑‑ the selected delegate sometime in January.
Slide 6: Okay, eligibility requirements.
To be eligible for consideration, students must be either a junior or senior in a Massachusetts high school for the entirety of the '26‑'27 school year and have not been a delegate to Washington Week or received a USSYP scholarship.
I do just want to emphasize that these requirements are outlined by the Hearst Foundation, and states like Massachusetts are unfortunately not able to grant any exceptions.
So please make sure that you meet eligibility for all the criteria.
So students must be either junior or senior in high school in a Massachusetts high school.
Students must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents in possession of a green card.
Students must live in Massachusetts for the entire academic year and have at least one parent or legal guardian also living in Massachusetts.
Students who are home schooled must be approved by DESE to apply.
On our web page, there are instructions for how to connect with us if students are home schooled, or if the student is unaccompanied or emancipated, please email the email address provided on our web page.
And most importantly, students must be, must hold an elected or appointed leadership position in which they are actively representing a constituency and organizations related to student government, education, public affairs or community service.
And as Emily mentioned earlier, students must be able to attend the entire Washington Week program.
Next slide, please.
Slide 7: These are the key examples of eligible leadership positions.
Student body or class president, vice president, secretary or treasurer.
Student Council representative.
National Honor Society officer, to include discipline‑based Honor Societies.
Junior ROTC commander or squad Ron leader, or another elected or appointed student leadership position at the local, state, regional or national level where the student holes a high‑level year‑round position, again representing constituency and/or providing service to others.
If you select the and/or category, list the appointed position in which then it will be reviewed and approved by DESE.
Next slide.
Slide 8: This slide consists of positions while worthwhile and absolutely commendable are not considered qualifying leadership positions or posts.
They include attendance or officer position at Boys/Girls Nation or State or Junior State conferences, member of a National Honor Society, member or leader of the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts or a sports team, an internship or job or founder of a self‑created group, participant or officer in clubs, conferences or competitions, where the primary engagement is for individual educational benefit.
These, unfortunately, do not qualify for consideration.
Next slide.
Slide 9: Alright, all of the application materials are posted on DESE's USSYP web page, including the eligibility and application guidelines.
Please read the guidelines document carefully and follow the application procedure when submitting the application.
Please use the checklist to make sure that everything is complete and submitted with all the required information, signatures, essays and letter or letters of support.
You will notice in the guidelines that we do require that, when applicants email the application materials to us, applicants are required to copy at least, at minimum the school administrator, who also signs the administrator form.
This way, we know that the school administrator is aware of the application.
Of course, you can copy others, but we do require the school administrator to be copied.
Next slide.
Slide 10: Alright.
So this is just the protocol.
Before submitting, please save each document with the title of the document and the student applicant's first initial and last name, making sure the essays are clearly labeled with the name and title of each essay, as well as the prompt that you are responding to.
The entire application packet to include the student application, essays, two essays, the signed administrative form, at least one letter of support with contact information, and the signed statement confirming truth and accuracy of application materials and the use of AI needs to be sent in one email by the student applicant.
This allows us to keep the application together so none of the materials get lost in multiple emails.
And again, please make sure the school lead are or administrator is copied on the email, and make sure that the subject line reads "School Year '26‑'27 USSYP application" with the student's first initial and last name, so we can make sure everything is organized accordingly and we don't lose anything in the process.
Next slide.
Slide 11: These are just additional links.
For the first link is for our USSYP web page.
The second link, the Hearst Foundations takes you to the Hearst Foundations web page.
For additional and more information on the USSYP Program, and as always, if you have any questions for Emily or myself, please feel free to email us at Achievement@mass.gov.
