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What happens when a society stops seeing certain people as human? What happens when hatred is allowed to destroy millions of lives? The lives of those who are mothers, fathers, brothers, and sisters. 
History shows us that Genocide does not start with weapons. It starts with division, oppression, and seeing people as less than human. 
Chapter 98 from 2021, signed by Governor Charlie Baker, is an act that requires genocide education in our schools. We must understand that this act is more than a curriculum update; it is a commitment. A commitment to human dignity, to awareness, and to ensuring that the mistakes of the past are never repeated. 
When we study the holocaust, the Armenian Genocide, or the Rwandan Genocide, we are not only examining the past. We are learning to recognize the warnings of the present, rising prejudice, demeaning language, and the dangerous normalization of exclusion and segregation. 
Genocide teaches us that injustice grows when people stay silent, when they fail to act on what they see. We must ask our students: What will we tolerate? What will we confront? What will we do? We may hold discussions, share stories, support classmates of 

different backgrounds, and speak up when we see injustice. We must be aware, for awareness becomes understanding and understanding becomes change. 
Our classrooms should be inclusive, culturally responsive, and brave. They should give all students a chance to wrestle with difficult truths while feeling seen, valued, and safe. Most importantly, it should empower us with not fear, but responsibility. We cannot undo the tragedies of history, but we can learn from them. And when we do, “never again” becomes more than a promise; it becomes our commitment
