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 In AP United States History this year, we were learning about the Second World War. I was eager to learn more about the details of WWII, specifically regarding the United States’ response to the Holocaust. I learned that the US government administration refused to bomb rail lines leading to the Nazi extermination camps because “attempts to rescue civilians… would divert resources from military operations” (APUSH Out of Many textbook). But also, I learned that our textbook deemed this entire genocide worth three paragraphs. It allocated just three paragraphs and one vocabulary word to the largest industrialized genocide in history: an event that resulted in the deaths of over six million European Jews. If this is the extent to which the Holocaust is discussed, what about the countless other genocides across continents, religions, and identities? Learning about genocides is crucial in our Commonwealth to help us understand the cost of hatred, prejudice, and dehumanization, as well as preventing similar events in the future. Students can help others understand the importance of such education by using their voices in a safe, confidential classroom environment where every voice is heard. History must be kept visible; that is how future genocides are prevented, and past genocides are studied with the depth they deserve. Inclusive and culturally responsive genocide education must have safe spaces where respectful conversation is supported by not only other students, but also teachers trained in sensitive topic areas and genocide history. Professional development days are needed so that classroom conversations can be properly facilitated. History classes with structured, intentional education, followed by discussions of connections to modern-day prevention strategies can help minority and targeted groups feel supported. By making genocide education a priority, together, we can build an educational foundation for a future rooted in empathy, inclusion, and mutual respect.
