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I recall September 2, 2025 vividly, the day of my city’s preliminary election. Expecting it to take an hour for my mother to vote at our precinct, she returned home in 15 minutes. 
Scavenging the election returns the next day, I was accosted by the column titled “Total Turnout.” It read 3.03%.
	My name is Lily Mancaniello and I’m a 12th grader from Lynn, Massachusetts. Today I speak directly to my peers: the students. 
We are the generation who will decorate the returns of our next elections, and I expect to see big numbers. 
In doing so, my instructions are simple: Speak.
The vision I have for my generation is clear and attainable. I ask you start conversing now and never stop
And in doing so, I hope you are disagreed with, that you are presented with an alternative perspective. Through these conversations, we reap the solace of learning that the other side doesn’t intend to rip through the fabric of our flag- like us, they are merely convicted to an opinion. Students, I ask you today to start the conversations. I dare you to utter the most democratic words one ever could: “What do you think?”
	This is a reality for which our former governor Charlie Baker conceived 8 years ago, and for which today we stand to foster. When we reinstate humanity into political discourse, we construct a peaceful society where our children want to apply their civic knowledge, choose to research current events, and always participate in the conversation.
	Chapter 296 of the Acts of Massachusetts ensures our students are aware of their government in the context of the classroom. Though, unintendedly so, this engagement with our current systems is brief and may not have the strength to transport us to the polls when the nation needs our vote. However, those who receive empathy in conversation outside of the classroom develop an efficacy in their ability to be an effective citizen, continuing to educate themselves and participate, not in just course curriculum but in their democracy.
Once we become comfortable with open dialogue, I hope my peers recognize the ballot to be a baritone that will always be heard.
Someone needs to start the change, and students of the Commonwealth, why can’t it be us? The message is simple: converse with empathy, self-educate unboundedly and let the ballot be the medium your voice propagates through when you do. Thank you.

