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 My name is Frederic Menjivar, and I attend TechBoston Academy. In 2020, Massachusetts made the decision to require genocide education in schools. That matters because genocide is not just something we read about in textbooks. It affects real people, real families, and entire communities, even generations later. For me, this topic is personal. My paternal grandfather was assassinated during what is known as the silent genocide in Guatemala under the leadership of General Efraín Ríos Montt. My family still feels the impact of that loss today. Stories like his remind us that genocide is not distant history. It leaves scars that do not simply disappear with time. We see this clearly when we learn about the Holocaust. Even though it happened decades ago, the families of the victims are still affected today. Survivors carry trauma, and younger generations carry the responsibility of remembering what happened and why it must never happen again. This shows us that genocide does not end when the violence stops. Its effects last for generations. As students across the Commonwealth, we can help others understand the importance of learning about these difficult and painful experiences by talking about them honestly and respectfully. We can listen to the voices of survivors and their families, ask questions, and be open to perspectives different from our own. Genocide had no place anywhere then, and it has no place anywhere now. Teaching against genocide today may be our hope to prevent genocide in the future. Thank you.
