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On The Student Application of An Act Concerning Genocide Education 
	In 1968, Mrs. Jane Elliot, a teacher of an all-white third grade class in Iowa responded to the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr in a peculiar way- by declaring that blue-eyed people were superior. This psychological experiment “turn[ed students] nasty, vicious, [and] discriminating.. in the space of 15 minutes,” proving the vitality of teaching about discrimination. Her students vowed to never practice prejudice after spending the day in the shoes of the marginalized. 
Chapter 98 of the Acts of 2021, An Act Concerning Genocide Education similarly begs for a productive way of tackling such nuanced, often painful topics in Massachusetts classrooms by providing financial and legal support through the Genocide Education Trust Fund. The act challenges students to reform their own genocide education.
I advocate that the teaching of social psychology enhances student connection to genocide which shapes a positive present and future.
Elliot’s experiment teaches the concept of ingroup bias- preferring of our own culture- and universe of obligation- protecting and respecting our own. Extending such concepts to a global scale reveals how authoritarianism rises and justifies genocide. Studying the psychology of bias connects genocide education to present decision making and social responsibility. 
The 2021 Act centralizes assessing “underlying causes, international reaction, progression and aftermath of genocide.” Opinions differ on what a progressive genocide education should look like- broaden the genocides addressed, organize student groups, implement discussions of current politics... But variety is key to reforming genocide education. In collaborating diverse perspectives- mine, Elliot’s, the state’s, students’- we craft a culturally responsible and productive way to combat discrimination, division, and the repetition of history.
Thank you. 

