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During my junior year of high school, I was given the opportunity to participate in a faith
based homeless outreach program to provide food and clothing to the homeless population in downtown Holyoke. I was hesitant at first to volunteer because I feared the type of people I may encounter. Growing up in Holyoke for my entire life, I would pass members of the community who struggled with addiction, but it wasn’t until I had personal experiences with these people that my perspective began to change. I learned that these people aren’t dangerous and are as much of a member of my community as I am to theirs.
I believe it should be a requirement for every high school student to complete a civic action
project or engage in community service. In Massachusetts there is a requirement that every 8th grade student has to complete a civic action project. While this is an important opportunity for 8th grade students, civic engagement in high school would be more impactful on their lives as young adults.  High school students have stronger connections to their personal values, beliefs, and the needs of their community. A project driven by the actual needs of people is more successful than a project driven by personal beliefs because it impacts a whole group of people, not just one person . For example, many
8th grade students try to improve school lunches because they are only thinking about their needs and stomachs. Improving school lunches would be valuable, but it is very difficult to change because of federal requirements.  It is better and more efficient to impact the community on a local level, rather than the federal level. High school students are more likely to be listened to by those who hold the levers of power due to their higher levels of confidence and demonstrated competencies. When people are successfully civically engaged it becomes a pattern that lasts a lifetime.
