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The first time I knocked on a stranger’s door for canvassing, I thought my job was to persuade them. But going door to door, listening to families who felt overlooked, I realized a deeper truth. For many, the civic barrier isn’t indifference; it’s lack of access. Lack of access to information and opportunity, making civic participation feel unattainable. 

Working on campaigns and staying active in youth-focused advocacy spaces showed me how transformative access and opportunity can be. When young people like you and I are invited into real conversations, not just given simulations, real change becomes possible. The government isn’t something that just happens to us; it’s something that we can shape to serve and fit our communities.

It’s why legislation like Chapter 296, An Act to Promote and Enhance Civic Engagement, makes a difference. By recognizing civics education as an equity issue, the Commonwealth has affirmed that every student deserves not just to learn about democracy, but to practice and embrace it.

In truth, however, legislation is a foundation for change, and there is still much work to be done. 

To ensure that youth engagement is strengthened across the Commonwealth, student-led projects must be taken seriously and dealt with equal validity as any other. We must also build strong partnerships between schools and local officials so that students can see the process by which ideas become policy. The next generation deserves to grow up with the trust that civic pathways don’t depend on privilege or prior access. 

At its core, civic engagement is empowerment. It’s the belief that your story belongs in the room, because it does. Every single person sitting in this room right now has a story that brought them here. Our growing stories deserve space in our democracy. Our generation isn’t just the future of democracy; in fact, we’re an active force of it. If we commit to that vision, this education won’t just inform others; it will transform them, helping them harness their voice and speak for what they believe in.

As former Governor Charlie Baker said during his 2018 State of the Commonwealth address, “what they want from us is opportunity, possibility, and hope”. 

So let’s commit to that promise. To empower each other’s voices today so that every student, in every corner of the Commonwealth, has the access and confidence needed to lead tomorrow. 
.
