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Centers and Studios Video Description
Step inside public school classrooms to see Centers and Studios in action, where children learn through guided play, sustained exploration, and collaborative inquiry with diverse materials. In this video, Grade 1 and Preschool teachers share how they implement Centers/Studios and reflect on its effectiveness in their classrooms. You will see children actively engaged in playful learning, accompanied by discussions on how this approach supports Social-Emotional Learning (SEL), learning aligned to state standards and classroom inclusion.
The Playful Learning Institute is a Massachusetts DESE initiative that helps PK–3rd grade educators integrate playful pedagogy throughout the school day, supported by instructional coaches from Neighborhood Villages. This video series showcases playful learning practices from various school districts in MA, featuring:
· Community Meeting
· Centers/Studios
· Thinking and Feedback
· Storytelling, Story Acting
· Read Aloud and Text Talk
These practices boost engagement and support diverse learners—including students with disabilities and multilingual learners — and integrate with district-adopted High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM). The practices are inspired by Boston Public Schools' Focus on Early Learning curriculum.
In this video, you will see Centers and Studios, where children learn through guided play, sustained exploration, and collaborative inquiry with diverse materials. Together, children and adults engage in a culture of creativity, idea exchange, and problem-solving as they choose, plan, launch, and develop their work.
Practice Description
In Centers and Studios, children learn through guided play, sustained exploration, and collaborative inquiry with diverse materials. They apply their developing skills in literacy and language; their thinking as scientists, historians, artists, and mathematicians; and new vocabulary across disciplines. Together, children and adults engage in a culture of creativity, idea exchange, and problem solving. As they choose, plan, launch, and develop their work, children draw on experiences both in and beyond school; probably at no other time in school do children’s cultural, linguistic, and family assets manifest more fully. Activities suggested in the curriculum offer paths for children to investigate the Big Ideas of the unit of study and make connections to other parts of the day (Read Aloud/Text Talk, Writing, Science and Engineering, Literacy Stations). Centers/Studios provide ideal conditions for consolidating knowledge and extending it into new thinking. Ideas children play with and refine in Centers/Studios thread their way back to whole-class and small-group discussions and into their writing. Skills practice in Stations bolsters project work. 
Centers and studios give all children access to open-ended materials, allowing them to explore topics in ways that feel natural to them. Inclusive technology can be easily added to provide additional support.
This video looks into what centers and studios are, how they have been adapted for preschool through 3rd grade, and how to adapt centers and studios for all learners. Through three learning experiences, you’ll experience what children were doing with centers and studios and hear from both educators and children as they explore topics on science and math.
Implementation Highlights
Centers and Studios are most effective when they:
· Give children agency and choice in how they explore a topic.
· Happen at a predictable time with a recommended 2-3 day implementation cycle.
· Have a guiding question to help frame the children’s work before they begin.
· Run for 30-45 minutes.
· Have 4-5 centers/studios to explore.
· Have opportunities to integrate writing into their work.
For more, see Centers and Studios Playful Learning Practice Overview developed by Boston Public Schools Department of Early Childhood.
School Context
The preschool and first grade classrooms are located in two suburban and one urban school district in Massachusetts. All schools serve students from diverse racial, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds, including students with disabilities and multilingual learners. 
Supporting Inclusion
Centers and Studios give children the opportunity to express their knowledge of a topic in their own way by choosing materials that interest them. With guidance through open-ended questions, every child will create something different from their own knowledge.
This practice supports:
· All students, including students with disabilities, by providing choice and multiple pathways into the learning.
· Multilingual learners by inviting home language, family experience, and culture into what they create, and by giving children extended practice listening and responding to peers in small group settings.
· All students through consistent access to a variety of materials and visuals, available to anyone who wants them rather than assigned to particular children.
What’s in This Video
Running time: 23:59
Chapter 1: Grade 1 Math Studio
	Time
	Segment
	What You'll See

	00:00 -  01:05
	Introduction to Centers/Studios
	Overall introduction to centers and studios

	01:06 -  01:35
	Introduction to Math Studios 
	Grade 1 introduction to math studios in their classroom.

	01:36 - 02:00
	Math Studios in Action
	Video of Math Studios in action in a Grade 1 classroom.

	02:00 - 03:00 
	Planning Centers/Studios
	Teachers talking about their planning process of centers and studios.

	03:01 - 03:49
	SEL Learning
	Conversation around social and emotional learning in centers and studios.

	03:50 - 04:27
	Universal Learning - Special Education
	Considering all learners, teachers discuss how centers and studios take a universal learning approach.
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	Time
	Segment
	What You'll See


	04:28 - 05:47
	Science Studios Introduction
	An introduction of how teachers used centers and studios to explore science topics.

	05:48 - 06:42
	Science Studios in Action
	Video of children participating in science studios.

	06:43 - 07:15
	Target Questions for Children
	Using deliberate questions, children ponder before going into science studios.

	07:16 - 08:46
	Science Studios in Action
	More video of children participating in science studios. 

	08:47 - 09:24
	Materials
	A discussion on materials teachers have used in centers and studios.

	09:25 - 10:32
	Growth of Students
	A discussion on how teachers have seen growth of their children from the use of centers and studios in their classrooms.


Chapter 3: Preschool Centers Inclusive Practices
	Time
	Segment
	What You’ll See

	10:33 - 11:34
	Integration of Substantially Separate and Inclusion Classrooms using Centers/Studios
	A conversation of two preschool classrooms, one inclusion, one substantially separate, and their use of centers and studios.

	11:35 -11:45
	Integration in Action
	Video of integration in the preschool classrooms.

	11:46 - 13:24
	Example and Explanation of Child
	The teacher explains a child and their growth using centers and studios.

	13:25 - 15:08
	How Teachers Introduced the Concept of Integration and Use of Technology (Augmentative and Alternative Communication Device)
	A conversation about how teachers introduced the use and integration of technology, in this case an Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) device, using centers and studios.

	15:09 - 15:25
	Children Participating in Centers
	Video of children participating in centers and studios in preschool.


Chapter 4: Grade 1 Outdoors Studio
	Time 
	Segment
	What You’ll See

	15:26 - 16:27
	Outdoor Classroom Studio Explanation
	Teacher describes taking centers and studios outside with her Grade 1 classroom.

	16:28 - 17:42
	Wind Studio in Action
	Videos of wind studios outdoors with a Grade 1 classroom.

	17:43 - 18:02
	Wind Unit Explanation
	The teacher describes the Wind Unit.

	18:03 - 22:49
	Wind Studio in Action
	Video of children participating in the Wind Unit, using centers and studios.

	22:50 - 23:59
	Teacher Talking about Wind Studios
	Teacher gives an ending talk about the Wind centers and studios.



By the End of This Video, You Will Be Able To
· Describe how centers and studios have been integrated into different classroom levels.
· Explain how choice affects learning.
· Name the components and materials of centers and studios.
Discussion Starters
Use these questions to guide viewing, either individually or as a team.
What to Look For: As you are watching, pay attention to –
· What are the different types of centers or studios? How are the materials and environment set up for learning?
· What are the teachers’ rationales for practicing Centers/Studios in their classrooms? Share an idea you heard from them that resonates with or inspires you.
· Observe the children learning playfully. How does having choices affect their engagement? How does the feedback protocol support their learning?
· How does Centers/Studios support children with disabilities and English Language Learners? What in the video makes you say that? 
· What questions or concerns do you have about the Centers/Studios practice?

Watching with an Instructional Lens
· What materials did the teacher place out in each center/studio? Why do you think these materials were chosen?
· How could you integrate a feedback protocol at the end of centers and studios?
· How does the teacher use open-ended questions to further learning and keep children on track?
· Why do you think that centers and studios need at least 30-45 minutes to implement?
· Centers and Studios can look chaotic to the untrained eye. How do the teachers maintain control over the classroom while allowing children the freedom that comes with working in centers and studios?
Connecting to Playful Learning Indicators
Harvard Project Zero’s Pedagogy of Play research identifies three cross-cultural indicators of playful learning:
1. Leading learning
2. Exploring the unknown
3. Finding joy in the process
In MA, we developed our own 4 indicators of playful learning:
1. Empowerment
2. Enjoyment
3. Curiosity
4. Connection
Discuss:
· In the video, where do you see learners leading learning, exploring the unknown, and finding joy in the process?
· Where do you see evidence of empowerment, enjoyment, curiosity, and connection?
· What are other words or phrases that indicate playful learning to you? Where do you see evidence of the words/phrases in the video?
Interactive Experiences
Run Centers and Studios
Pick a topic or a concept for adult learners to explore, such as a STEM challenge. Participants will rotate through 4-5 stations, each with open-ended materials, such as various art medium, building, writing, and playdough. While participants explore, ask open-ended questions about their process and thinking.
Materials: markers, blocks (at least two types), pencils, paper, art supplies, playdough. Time: 30 minutes.
Run the Thinking and Feedback Protocol at the end of Centers and Studios
Have all participants do a gallery walk around the room to see all of the work participants have done. Come together as a group, then move through watch and listen, wondering, appreciating, and making suggestions in that order. Afterward, ask which stage felt easiest and which felt riskiest. Most adult groups find suggestions the hardest, which is exactly why the video (see Thinking and Feedback video) shows teachers introducing that stage last.
Materials: open floor space, an anchor chart with the four protocol stages. Time: 25 minutes.

