
 
  

 

    

      

     

        
       

   
    

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
       

 
 

 
    

 

 

      
      

 

                  

                

                  

          

          

            

 

 
 

 

           

          

 

 
                

          

          

 

 

                 

           

      

                 

                      

        

 

Massachusetts 
Indicators of 
Playful Learning
(2025) 

PLAYFUL 
LEARNING 

Em p
o w er m en

t 

Enjoyment 

Cu r i os i t y 

Connection 

having choice independence 

bravery confidence self-motivated 

ownership pride culturally sustaining 

flexibility 

Looks like… expressing ideas 

making choices moving around 

solving problems universal accessibility 

child-led hands-on taking risks 

engagement 

creating discovering wondering 

making meaning productive struggle fluidity 

Looks like… reflecting asking questions 

touching materials imagining 

using multiple senses perseverance 

expressing wonder messiness 

thinking critically 

Feels like… Feels like… 

Feels like… 

excitement peace fun 

being alive accomplishment 

being present 

Looks like… 
laughing smiling enthusiasm 

storytelling focused attention 

calm atmosphere buzz of activity 

Feels like… 

purposeful connections dialogue 

sharing kindness helping each other 

collaboration encouragement 

peer learning exploration 

belonging support respect 

safety trust friendship 

empathy vulnerability 

Looks like… 


