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Read Aloud and Text Talk Video Description
See Read Aloud and Text Talk come to life in a second grade classroom and a preschool classroom as teachers demonstrate how this five-part routine builds vocabulary, deepens comprehension, and teachers children to build on one another’s thinking.  Through authentic classroom footage and teacher reflections, viewers will gain practical ideas for planning and facilitating Text Talk with learners of different ages.
The Playful Learning Institute is a Massachusetts DESE initiative helping PK–3rd grade educators integrate playful pedagogy throughout the school day with the support of instructional coaches from Neighborhood Villages. This video series showcases playful learning practices from various school districts in MA, featuring:
· Community Meeting
· Centers/Studios
· Thinking and Feedback
· Storytelling, Story Acting
· Read Aloud and Text Talk
These practices boost engagement and support diverse learners—including students with disabilities and multilingual learners—and are integrated with many district-adopted High-Quality Instructional Materials (HQIM). The practices are inspired by Boston Public Schools Focus on Early Learning curriculum.
In this video, you will see Read Aloud and Text Talk, a consistent five-part interactive read-aloud routine in which children explore rich vocabulary, respond to open-ended questions, and build on one another’s thinking. A second grade lesson and a preschool lesson show how the routine adapts across ages and settings while its core structure holds steady.
Practice Description
Text Talk is a consistent five-part interactive read-aloud routine in which children explore rich vocabulary, respond to open-ended questions, and build on one another’s thinking. Because the structure stays the same from lesson to lesson, children know what to expect and can put their energy toward the ideas in the book rather than toward figuring out what comes next. That predictability is what makes the routine work across a wide range of learners.
This video was filmed in classrooms that include students with disabilities and multilingual learners. The supports you will see are part of the routine itself rather than separate accommodations. Vocabulary is previewed and revisited, questions are open enough to invite many kinds of answers, children are given language for adding to a classmate’s idea, and in the preschool classroom new words are anchored to materials children can hold. Every learner has a way into the learning.
The video opens with an introduction to the Text Talk practice and what makes it distinct from a typical read-aloud. It then moves into planning, where a second grade teacher walks through how she selected her text, chose vocabulary words, and shaped the questions she wanted to ask. From there you will see a classroom demonstration of the vocabulary portion of the lesson, followed by a look at how children explore the text and a demonstration of that exploration in action. The next section focuses on how children generate answers to a question, and this is where you will see the supports that help all learners participate, including work toward Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals. The video then turns to how children add to their friends’ thinking and use positive praise with one another, which is the heart of how this routine cultivates classroom community, and closes the chapter by returning to the five-part structure and why keeping it consistent matters.
The second chapter shifts to a preschool classroom in an urban district. It opens with a mindful breathing practice in which children blow pom poms across a surface, and the teacher then connects that blowing to the wolf in The Three Little Pigs, so a settling routine becomes the doorway into the story. She introduces bricks and straw as real materials children can examine before the reading begins, then reads the story aloud. She goes on to name the skills children are building through this work and how she differentiates for the range of learners in her room. The chapter ends with story-based playful learning centers, where children take the materials and the story into their own play.
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Read Aloud and Text Talk is most effective when it:
· Keeps the same five parts in the same order, so children can anticipate what comes next.
· Uses a text worth returning to, with vocabulary chosen deliberately in advance.
· Asks questions open enough that many different answers can be right.
· Gives children explicit language for adding to a classmate’s thinking.
· Builds in supports as part of the routine rather than as separate accommodations.
· Connects the story to what children can hold, move, and do, especially with the youngest learners.

For more, see Read Aloud and Text Talk Playful Learning Practice Overview developed by Boston Public Schools Department of Early Childhood 
School Context
This video was filmed in a second grade classroom in a suburban district and a preschool classroom in an urban district in Massachusetts. Both schools serve students from diverse racial, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds, including students with disabilities and multilingual learners. 
Supporting Inclusion
Text Talk creates access by keeping its structure the same from lesson to lesson, so children can put their energy toward the ideas in the book rather than toward figuring out what comes next. The supports you will see are part of the routine itself rather than separate accommodations.
This practice supports:
· Students with disabilities through predictable structure, previewed and revisited vocabulary, and questions open enough to invite many kinds of answers, including work toward IEP goals.
· Multilingual learners through repeated exposure to rich words in meaningful context, hands-on materials that anchor new words to real objects, and explicit language for entering a conversation.
· All students by offering more than one way to engage with a story, through talk, movement, materials, and play.
What’s in This Video
Chapter 1: Suburban district, Grade 2
	Time
	Segment
	What You'll See

	0:00-0:52
	What is the Text Talk practice?
	An introduction to the routine and what distinguishes it from a typical read-aloud.

	0:52-2:24
	Planning the lesson
	The teacher walks through selecting the text, choosing vocabulary, and shaping her questions.

	2:24-4:00
	Lesson demo: vocabulary
	Children encounter and use rich words from the text.

	4:00-4:42
	Exploring the text
	How children move through the book together.

	4:42-4:58
	Lesson demo: exploring the text
	The exploration portion in action.

	4:58-6:45
	Generating answers to a question
	Children respond to an open-ended question, with supports for all learners and work toward IEP goals.

	6:45-8:07
	Adding to friends' thinking
	Children build on classmates' ideas and offer one another positive praise.

	8:07-8:14
	A consistent, predictable routine
	Why keeping the five parts the same matters.





Chapter 2: Urban district, Preschool
	Time
	Segment
	What You'll See

	8:14-9:58
	Opening mindful practice
	Children blow pom poms in a breathing exercise that gathers the group and settles attention.

	9:58-10:28
	Connecting the practice to the story
	The teacher links the children’s blowing to the wolf in The Three Little Pigs, turning a calming routine into an entry point for the text.

	10:29-11:41
	Introducing materials and read-aloud
	Bricks and straw are introduced as real objects children can handle before the story begins, then the teacher reads The Three Little Pigs.

	11:42-13:59
	Skills built through playful learning
	The teacher names the skills children are practicing and how she differentiates for the range of learners in the room.

	14:00-15:53
	Story-based playful learning centers
	Center activities are introduced and children extend the story through play with the materials.
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· Describe the five parts of a Text Talk lesson.
· Plan vocabulary and open-ended questions for a text you already use.
· Name specific teacher moves that invite every learner into the conversation.
· Recognize how children are taught to build on one another’s thinking.
· Identify ways to extend a story through materials, movement, and play.
Discussion Starters
What to Look For: As you are watching, pay attention to -- 
· What is Text Talk? What are the five parts of a Text Talk lesson?
· Compare the two classroom practices. What are the differences and similarities between Read-Aloud and Text Talk?
· What are the teachers’ rationale for practicing Text Talk and Read Aloud in their classrooms? Share an idea you heard from them that resonates with or inspires you.
· Listen to the children participating in the discussions. What do you notice?
· How does Text Talk and Read Aloud support children with special needs and English Language Learners? What in the video makes you say that? 
· What questions or concerns do you have about the Text Talk and Read Aloud practice?
Watching with an Instructional Lens
· How do the teacher’s planning decisions in the opening minutes show up later in the second grade lesson? What would have been different without that planning?
· Where do you see a child’s answer taken up and extended rather than corrected? What exactly does the teacher say to make that happen?
· How does the preschool teacher build a bridge from the breathing exercise to the story? What does that transition accomplish that a simple call to the rug would not?
· What do the real materials give children to think with before and after the reading? Which text in your own rotation has an object like that hiding in it?
· Which of the five parts looks most familiar to you, and which would take the most planning to add to your practice?
· What stays the same across the second grade and preschool lessons, and what changes? What does that tell you about which elements are essential?
· What specific teacher moves ensure the inclusion of all students, including multilingual learners and students with disabilities?
· What physical, social-emotional, cognitive and academic skills do students actively develop during these practices?
Connecting to Playful Learning Indicators
Harvard Project Zero’s Pedagogy of Play research identifies three cross-cultural indicators of playful learning:
1. Leading learning
2. Exploring the unknown
3. Finding joy in the process
In MA, we developed our own 4 indicators of playful learning:
1. Empowerment
2. Enjoyment
3. Curiosity
4. Connection
Discuss:
· In the video, where do you see learners leading learning, exploring the unknown, and finding joy in the process?
· Where do you see evidence of empowerment, enjoyment, curiosity, and connection?
· What are other words or phrases that indicate playful learning to you? Where do you see evidence of the words/phrases in the video?
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Ten-Minute Text Talk Plan
Ask participants to bring a book they already read aloud. In pairs, they choose three words worth teaching, write one open-ended question, and plan one sentence stem children could use to add to a classmate’s idea. Pairs then swap plans and answer each other’s question the way a child in their class might answer it. If the answering pair can produce three genuinely different responses, the question is open. If they all land in the same place, the question needs work. Close by asking what made a question hard to write.
Materials: a familiar read-aloud text per participant, index cards or sticky notes. Time: 20 minutes.
Pause and Predict the Teacher Move
Watch the second grade segment from 4:58 to 6:45 and pause just before the teacher responds to a child. Everyone writes on a sticky note what they would say next, then the group compares predictions before watching the teacher’s actual response. Repeat two or three times. The point is to surface how many reasonable moves exist at any moment and to name what the teacher’s choice protects, whether that is a child’s thinking, the vocabulary, or the conversation itself. Adapt for the preschool segment by pausing at 9:58 and asking how each person would connect the pom poms to the story.
Materials: video, sticky notes. Time: 15 minutes.

