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Welcome to Kindergarten! A Planning Toolkit for Massachusetts’ Schools, Families, and Communities
Transitioning to kindergarten is an exciting milestone! All children in Massachusetts deserve a friendly and fair start in kindergarten. Transitions happen throughout a child’s life. Whether or not a child is enrolled in a pre-kindergarten (pre-K) program, the transition to kindergarten is an important one. For a smooth transition to kindergarten, everyone needs to work together to support each child’s needs. Setting up Massachusetts’ children for success in school and life includes prepared schools, involved and informed families, and supportive communities. 
In collaboration with the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care, the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (the Department) developed Welcome to Kindergarten!  A Planning Toolkit for Massachusetts’ Schools, Families, and Communities. The toolkit has two main purposes around the transition to kindergarten: 
1. support local communities to develop a collaborative planning process between schools, families, and community partners; and 
2. spark creative and innovative ideas to improve the experiences of families and children. 
The toolkit provides practical strategies and processes to guide a successful planning process for the transition to kindergarten.	
Introduction
· Cape Verdean Creole - Intruduson di kit di feraméntas
· English – Toolkit Introduction
· Haitian Creole - Entwodiksyon Twous Zouti
· Portuguese - Introdução ao Kit de Ferramentas
· Simplified Chinese - 工具包简介
· Spanish - Introducción al Conjunto de Herramientas
· Traditional Chinese - 工具包介紹
· Vietnamese - Giới Thiệu Bộ Công Cụ
Transition to Kindergarten Toolkit - Guides	
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Ready Schools Guide
· Cape Verdean Creole - Skolas prontu
· English - Ready Schools
· Haitian Creole - Lekòl Pare
· Portuguese - Escolas Preparadas
· Simplified Chinese - 学校准备指南
· Spanish - Escuelas Preparadas
· Traditional Chinese - 入學指南
· Vietnamese - Chuẩn Bị Sẵn Sàng Cho Trường Học	
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Ready Families Guide
· Cape Verdean Creole - Famílias prontu
· English - Ready Families
· Haitian Creole - Fanmi Pare
· Portuguese - Famílias Preparadas
· Simplified Chinese - 家长准备指南
· Spanish - Familias Preparadas
· Traditional Chinese - 家庭共育指南
· Vietnamese - Chuẩn Bị Sẵn Sàng Cho Gia Đình
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Ready Communities Guide
· Cape Verdean Creole - Kumunidadis prontu
· English - Ready Communities
· Haitian Creole - Kominote Pare
· Portuguese - Comunidades Preparadas
· Simplified Chinese - 社区准备指南
· Spanish - Comunidades Preparadas
· Traditional Chinese - 社區護航指南
· Vietnamese - Chuẩn Bị Sẵn Sàng Cho Cộng Đồng
Transition to Kindergarten Toolkit - Supplemental Resources
Additional Tools have been developed to support Transition to Kindergarten Community Teams to use in planning for, developing and implementing their local transition to kindergarten plans. These resources include:
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Project Planning
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Sample Meeting Topics & Outcomes
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Sample Meeting Template
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team:  Self-Assessment
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Goal Setting Worksheet
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Implementation Timeline
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Sample Memorandum of Understanding
· Transition to Kindergarten Planning Team: Memorandum of Understanding Template
· Recommended Transition to Kindergarten Team Folder Materials
· Educator Transition Planning Form
· How Families Can Support Children’s Learning and Development
· Welcome to Kindergarten Family Letter—Template
· Our Family’s Plan for Beginning Kindergarten
· Glossary
· Resources Supporting Transition to Kindergarten Grouped by Topic
· Reference List

These additional tools will be available here soon!
For additional information, please reach out to the Department’s Early Learning Team at achievement@mass.gov or 781-338-3010.
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