


Safe and Supportive Schools (SaSS) Commission Virtual Meeting
Thursday, September 25, 2025 1:00-3:00 P.M.

MINUTES 

Commission Members in attendance: Co-chairs Rachelle Engler Bennett and John Doherty; and Members Tayyab Afzal, Andria Amador, Donna M. Brown, Kristin Campione, Margie Daniels, Marissa del Rosario, Jayus DiCarlo, Susan Farrell, Heidi Gold, Donna Grady, Ellen Holmes, Michelle Lipinksi, Raquel Martinez, Lucinda Mills, Melissa Pearrow, Shanyn Toulouse, Jariel Vergne, and Beverly Williams

Others in attendance:
Catherine Brooks, Stacy Cabral, Landon Callahan, John Crocker, Katherine Houle, Kristen McKinnon, Chris Pond, Emily Taylor, and Diondra Woumn

I. Welcome 
Commission co-chairs welcomed commission members and others in attendance. They reviewed the agenda for the meeting and the commission focus areas for this year. 

VOTE ON MINUTES: On a motion duly entered and seconded, the August 13, 2025, Commission minutes were approved (10 yes, and 6 abstentions from members Doherty, Campione, Daniels, DiCarlo, Mills, and Vergne) by role call vote (members Amador, Holmes, Martinez, and Pearrow not present at the time of the vote).  

II. Spotlight: Building Bridges Across Stakeholders with the Safe and Supportive Schools Framework, Advancing Belonging, Well-Being, and Student Success, with Commission Member Jariel Vergne, Director of Social-Emotional Learning and Equity, Holliston Public Schools 

Member Vergne introduced himself and provided information about his background with safe and supportive schools work, which includes experience with safe and supportive schools grants and the sass framework/tool. In his current role, he continues to use the SaSS framework and essential elements to anchor everything they are doing in the district to create safe and supportive learning environments that support success and wellbeing for all students, and to help build bridges across stakeholders from various roles and perspectives. 

Questions and comments included: 
· Commission members and others thanked Member Vergne for sharing his experience. 
· Where would you start if conversations aren’t happening? – Looking at data with students – not just showing results but asking students to come up with solutions to address data 
· Do you do anything to bring educator voice and others from the community into these conversations? - District wide SaSS/MTSS team with representatives from every school. Community stakeholder and CPAC family member also on the team. This one team combines two previously interconnected teams in the district, which is an evolution in their district's ongoing efforts to increase alignment and integration using the SaSS framework as a "North Star".
· How are school nurses contributing to the work? They are part of the leadership team

III. Proposed Recommendations Presentation & Discussion 
Co-chair set the context for why the commission makes recommendations and the opportunity to provide feedback on this year’s recommendations. 
	
A summary of the recommendations was shared, and commission members and other in attendance asked clarifying questions and provided feedback and comments (slides and handout available upon request). 

An updated version of the draft recommendations, informed by the 9/25 meeting discussion will be shared with the Commission when it is available, for further reflection and consultation with leadership of organizations represented and other stakeholders. It is anticipated that there will be further discussion and a vote on an updated version at the next meeting (details below). 

IV. Next Steps/Closing
Co-chairs reminded members and others in attendance of the final meeting scheduled for October 23rd from 10AM – 12PM, During that meeting, commission members will vote to finalize the recommendations for the annual report. All interested in attending can email achievement@mass.gov to request the login information.

	Motion to adjourn was duly entered. All present voted in favor.  
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