Safe and Supportive Schools (SaSS) Commission Meeting
Thursday, October 23, 2025 9:00-11:00 AM (via Zoom)

MINUTES 

Safe and Supportive Schools Commission (Commission) Members in attendance: Co-chairs Rachelle Engler Bennett and John Doherty; and Members Donna M. Brown, Kristin Campione, Margie Daniels, Marissa del Rosario, Jayus DiCarlo, Heidi Gold, Donna Grady, Ellen Holmes, Michelle Lipinksi, Raquel Martinez, Lucinda Mills, Melissa Pearrow, Shanyn Toulouse, Jariel Vergne, and Beverly Williams

Others in attendance:
Faith Ambrose, Catherine Brooks, Stacy Cabral, John Crocker, Anne Eisner, Katherine Houle, Kate Lytton, Kristen McKinnon, Chris Pond, Gabriel Rivas Orellana, Emily Taylor, and Joan Wasser Gish

I. Meeting Opening, Agenda Review, Approve September 25, 2025 Minutes, Reminder of 2025 Commission Focus Areas
Co-chair Doherty welcomed commission members and others and reviewed the agenda for the meeting. 

The 2025 Commission focus areas were reviewed, which include:
1. Access to Services – Propose steps for improving schools access to clinically, culturally, and linguistically appropriate services
2. Analysis of action plans in line with the 7061-9612 line item language. 

VOTE ON MINUTES: On a motion duly entered and seconded, the September 25, 2025, Commission minutes were approved (13 yes, and 1 abstention from member del Rosario by role call vote (members Lipinksi, Pearrow, and Rodriguez not present at the time of the vote).  

II. Spotlight: Getting to know the SaSS Framework and Tool, with Emily Taylor, DESE's Early Learning & Safe & Supportive Schools Specialist
DESE (Emily Taylor, DESE’s Early Learning and Safe and Supportive Schools Specialist) shared an overview of the Safe and Supportive Schools self-reflection tool, how it is used by grantees, and connections to statewide and commission priorities and goals. 

Commission members and others reviewed items from the self-reflection tool Access to Services section (available upon request). The discussion included sharing resources and experiences with the tool. 

III. 2025 Annual Recommendations Update
Co-chair Doherty reviewed the current draft of the recommendations (slides available upon request). He explained that the goal is to vote to approve the current draft with the understanding that minor revisions may be made before the report is finalized. Commission members and others in attendance were able to ask clarifying questions and provide additional feedback. Once the report draft is updated based on Commission feedback and discussion, a finalized draft will be shared with the DESE Commissioner and other agency leaders for review; and once a final version is submitted to the legislature it will be shared with the Commission and posted on the DESE website.

VOTE ON RECOMMENDATIONS: On a motion duly entered and seconded “To approve the main substance and direction of the draft recommendation(s). This includes support for the Commission Co-Chairs/DESE to continue to clarify, strengthen, and hone the language and content based on Commission, DESE, and other stakeholder feedback before finalizing for inclusion in the Commission’s annual report to the legislature (due 12/31/25) that is submitted by the Commissioner’s Office each year.” The motion was approved (15 yes, and 1 abstention from member Gold) by role call vote (member Martinez not present at the time of the vote).  


IV. Looking Forward to 2026
The co-chair reviewed the areas of responsibility from the Commission statute (also posted on the Commission website). As part of these, the Commission consults and collects input from various persons and groups and prepares and submits an annual report to the legislature. 

The co-chair provided a summary of the work from the summer August meeting. The co-chairs will use the information provided at that meeting, in combination with one on one discussions with commission members to take place this winter, as well as prior Commission discussions to determine proposed focus areas for the 2026 Commission meetings. A proposal will be presented for feedback at the first 2026 Commission meeting.

Proposed Dates for meetings in 2026 were shared with commission members and they were asked for provide feedback soon on those. Finalized dates will be posted once confirmed on the Commission website.

V. Next Steps/Closing
Feedback on the meeting was requested via a survey. 

	Motion to adjourn was duly entered. All present voted in favor.  
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