Model School Resource Officer (SRO) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Review Commission (Commission) Meeting

Date: January 29, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Format: virtual (via Zoom)

MINUTES

Commission members present: Co-chairs Angela Davis and Rachelle Engler Bennett; Members Jill Clark, Rachel Gwaltney, Liza Hirsh, Mike Hursh, Thomas Karns, Phillip Kassel, Brigid Kennedy-Pfister, Kelleigh Parette, Ryan Malatos, Jeffrey Marsden, Marc Montminy, 
Leon Smith, Steven Smith, and Melissa Spash.

Meeting was called to order: 10:02 a.m.

AGENDA

I. Welcome and Introductions 
The Commission Co-Chairs Rachelle Engler Bennett (MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, DESE) and Angela Davis (Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, EOPPS) welcomed Commission members and introduced themselves, and a roll call confirmed Commission members in attendance. Dr. Yi-Juin (Juin) Liu, DESE Student and Family Support Supervisor, and Mr. Brian Burke, DESE Safe and Supportive Schools Specialist, introduced themselves as well; and Co-Chair Bennett thanked them for their efforts to help plan and facilitate Commission meetings, draft minutes, and more.

II. Review current requirements and anticipated timetable 
Dr. Liu provided the Commission with an overview of the purpose of the Commission, the expectations of the model SRO MOU, and the proposed 2026 timeline for the Commission. Co-Chair Bennett reviewed the public comment protocol. (Slides are available upon request.) 

III. Commission expectations 
Co-Chair Davis covered the expectations of the Commission. For the Commission (with 22 members outlined in the statute), a quorum is 12 members present.   Members are encouraged to express their opinions.  A diverse array of thoughts is what will ensure we provide our best work.

IV. Review and reflect on prior work 
Co-Chair Davis asked the returning Commission members what worked well with the last Model MOU Commission. A member that had served on the 2020 Commission stated that he was proud of the work that was created and inquired about the percentage of districts that complied with the Model MOU. He also inquired if there was ICE-related guidance available from the Attorney General’s Office that could be integrated into the model MOU. Another commission member asked about the number of arrests and brought up the lack of regulations that address district reporting. Discussions were held by members on the requirements for school districts and whether SRO reviews were conducted annually. Dr. Liu (DESE) shared that state law requires that districts and charter schools with SROs must annually submit their SRO MOU and accompanying operating procedures to DESE. Co-Chair Davis confirmed that the open meeting law information was sent out to all members and everyone submitted their certificate of receipt. A commission member shared their perspective that the SRO MOU is working well and that there are local differences with funding sources and availability for SROs. Discussions by members were held around the specific roles and responsibilities of an SRO in the MOU and the role of data in guiding the development of the new model MOU. An inquiry was made on consequences for schools that do not report their data. 

V. Next steps and adjournment 
Co-Chair Bennett asked that members read through the current Model SRO MOU and the general law that relates to the Commission’s work [G. L. c .71 § 37P(b)] before the next meeting. 

Commission members asked if guest speakers could be heard by the Commission, Co-Chairs responded that it was a good consideration.

a. With the agenda complete, a motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 11:01 a.m.

b. The next meeting will be held on February 25, 2026 from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. via zoom. 

NOTE: Details about Commission meetings are posted on DESE’s new 2026 Model SRO MOU Commission webpage.
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