
Model School Resource Officer (SRO) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Review Commission (Commission) Meeting Minutes

Date: February 25, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Format: virtual 

Commission members present: Co-chairs: Angela Davis and Rachelle Engler Bennett; Members: Liza Hirsh, Michael Hursh, Thomas Karns, Brigid Kennedy-Pfister, Ryan Malatos, Jeff Marsden, Marc Montminy, Kelleigh Parette, Leon Smith, Steven Smith, and Melissa Spash. Attorney Julian Washington from the Mental Health Legal Advisors Committee also joined in Member Phillip Kassel’s absence. 

Members absent: Jill Clark, Rachel Gwaltney, and Phillip Kassel (see note above)

Meeting was called to order: 10:05 a.m.

I. Welcome and Approval of Minutes
Commission Co-Chair Angela Davis (Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, EOPSS) welcomed members and called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed. The minutes from the January 29, 2026 meeting were reviewed. A motion was made to accept the minutes into the record.  Motion passed unanimously.

II. Commission Updates
Commission Co-Chair Rachelle Engler Bennett (MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, DESE) reviewed meeting protocols, including quorum requirements and participation guidelines. An update was provided regarding the six current vacancies on the Commission and ongoing efforts to fill those positions. Open Meeting Law requirements regarding timely posting of meeting notices and agendas were also noted; and it was confirmed that agendas have been and will continue to be posted at least 48 hours before each meeting on DESE’s Model SRO MOU Review Commission webpage, which also includes approved minutes and additional meeting information. Additionally, at a member’s suggestion, a link was shared to 555 CMR 10.00: Specialized Certification for SROs, from the Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) Commission.

III. Public Comment
No requests for public comment were received at or in advance of the meeting.

IV. Discussion of Statutory Requirements and Current Model SRO MOU
[bookmark: _Int_5OZMFmXU]The Commission discussed the statutory requirement for G. L. c. 71 § 37P for annual submission of the SRO Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and accompanying operating procedures (see model SRO MOU). Members reflected on the purpose of the annual submission requirement and whether additional clarification or guidance may be warranted in the revised model SRO MOU. The Commission also discussed best practices related to standard operating procedures and the potential need for training or technical assistance to support districts, including charter schools. Members discussed the current model SRO MOU and identified areas that may benefit from clarification or revision, including data collection and reporting requirements, consistency in district submissions, roles and responsibilities, and considerations related to student privacy laws.

V. Framework for Public Input
Co-Chair Davis presented a proposed framework (draft plan) for gathering public input to inform revisions to the model SRO MOU. The proposal included two virtual listening sessions and a public survey to be conducted in the spring. The survey would remain open for approximately four weeks and include audience-specific questions, with translations available in multiple languages. 

Members provided feedback and discussed outreach strategies, scheduling considerations to support family participation, and general messaging to stakeholders. Clarification was provided regarding the Commission’s anticipated process for reviewing and incorporating feedback into draft revisions of the model SRO MOU. Members indicated agreement to move forward with the proposed framework, including making adjustments where helpful and needed.

VI. Next Steps
The next Commission meeting agenda will likely include the following, with a confirmed agenda plan to be posted and sent to members at least 48 hours in advance:
· Proposed Commission meeting dates for July through December 2026.
· Commission members’ additional feedback on the current model SRO MOU.
· Feedback regarding a draft public input survey, which will be emailed before the meeting when ready for review to Commission members. 

VII. Adjournment
With the agenda complete, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed by unanimous vote of the members present. The meeting adjourned at 11:16 a.m.

The next meeting will be held on March 31, 2026 from 10:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. via Zoom.

REMINDER: Details about Commission meetings are posted on the 2026 Model SRO MOU Review Commission webpage.
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