
Model School Resource Officer (SRO) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Review Commission (Commission) Meeting Minutes

Date: Thursday, April 30, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Format: virtual 

Commission members present: Co-chairs: Angela Davis and Rachelle Engler Bennett; Members: Jill Clark, Rachel Gwaltney, Michael Hursh, Thomas Karns, Phil Kassel, Brigid Kennedy-Pfister, Annie Lee, Ryan Malatos, Jeff Marsden, Marc Montminy, Kelleigh Parette, Leon Smith, and Melissa Spash

Members absent: Liza Hirsch

Meeting was called to order: 10:02 a.m.

I. Welcome and Call to Order 
Co-chair Davis started the meeting and welcomed all in attendance. Roll call was taken and a quorum was confirmed. 

II. Approval of Minutes, 
The minutes from the March 31, 2026, meeting were reviewed. A motion was made to accept the minutes into the record. Motion passed with all votes in favor.

III. Review of agenda
Co-chair Davis reviewed the agenda for this meeting. 

IV. Public Comment
No requests for public comment were received at or in advance of the meeting. 

V. Commission Chair Comments
Co-chair Bennett introduced and thanked DESE staff member Emily Taylor, DESE’s Early Learning and Safe and Supportive Schools Specialist, who is filling in to take the notes and minutes at today’s meeting, while Brian Burke, DESE’s Safe and Supportive Schools Specialist is at a safety related conference.  The Co-chair also shared that the DESE and EOPSS are continuing to work with the Governor’s and State House offices regarding the 6 vacant commission member spots, and that we anticipate having more concrete news to share by the next meeting. 

VI. Review of Revised Public Input Plan
The Commission reviewed the updated proposed public input plan which includes virtual listening sessions with a later start time for the evening session, online public input survey available in multiple languages, and an option for written comments with no page limit. 

Co-chair Bennett reviewed the current updated survey draft. She explained that there are some questions included and adapted from the previous survey (conducted 5 years ago), and additional questions that were informed by members’ suggestions. Some of the questions are for respondents who indicate they are familiar with model MOUs, and other questions are for all respondents, regardless of their familiarity with MOUs.
Co-chair Davis emphasized that the changes were informed by member discussion at the last meeting, specifically including many of the questions from the survey created by the 2021 Commission, and broadening the survey audience (who will fill it out). 

Members asked clarifying questions and provided specific editing suggestions to the questions. Some feedback themes included:
· Praise for the shortened format while still incorporating questions from the previous survey. 
· Clarification may be needed for some responses. Co-chair Bennett noted we could possibly add an optional comment box for respondents to explain their responses. 
· Discussion on the difference between an understanding of the SRO role and specifically the SRO MOU.
· Suggestion from multiple members to add questions related to data collection and accessibility.

Additional question-specific edits were noted by the co-chairs and DESE staff and will be taken into consideration for the final version.

VII. Discussion about Possible Data to Share at Upcoming Meeting(s)
The Commission reviewed the type of available data relevant to the Commission’s work: 
· Publicly posted: 
· percent of arrests, citations, and court referrals, and 
· number of SROs and mental and social emotional health support personnel (FTEs and %).
· Also submitted to DESE: 
· cost to the district of assigning an SRO, 
· proposed cost of mental and social emotional health support personnel, and 
· SRO MOUs and operating procedures. 

Members also proposed other data that could support the work of the Commission. Some themes of the discussion include:
· Data that include actual numbers of arrests, citations, and court referrals, and not just percentages. 
· Information on submitted MOUs, including an analysis of what is included in the MOUs – how much are they following the model? Are there additional common items being included in MOUs? 

VIII. Feedback on Current Model MOU Section II
Co-chair Engler Bennett reminded commission members about the current process for reviewing and editing the Model MOU. She asked members to provide feedback on Section II. Some themes from comments shared:
· The work to create this section was extensive and this is seen as the most important section of the Model MOU
· Include information about newer regulation or policies going into effect. For example, there are new guidelines about best practices for dealing with domestic violence incidents and immigration policy. 
· Organize the section into four subsections (roles and responsibilities of the SRO, the principal, other staff, and everyone). 
· Include more about supporting students with disabilities. 
· Clarification about what elements must be included in the MOU and which are just recommended. 

Co-chairs and DESE staff will take into consideration all feedback heard as they begin drafting the updates to the model SRO MOU. They will also take into consideration themes from the upcoming public input period and subsequent Commission discussions.

IX. Updates Regarding Upcoming Meetings
Members were asked to review Section III (The Process for Selecting the SRO, pages 3-4) of the current Model SRO MOU (2021) in advance of the next meeting and come prepared to share feedback and recommendations during the discussion (time permitting). The agenda will also include data sharing and an update on the public input plan. Additional dates for future Commission meetings were shared. 

X. Adjournment
With the agenda complete, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed by unanimous vote of the members present. The meeting adjourned at 11:28 a.m. 
 
The next meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, June 16, 2026, from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. via Zoom.

REMINDER: Details about Commission meetings are posted on the 2026 Model SRO MOU Review Commission webpage.
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