
Model School Resource Officer (SRO) Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Review Commission (Commission)
Meeting Minutes

Date: August 20, 2026
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Format: virtual 


Commission members present: Co-chairs: Angela Davis and Rachelle Engler Bennett; Members: Julie Gage, Rachel Gwaltney, Liza Hirsch, Thomas Karns, Brigid Kennedy-Pfister, Seth Lucas, Ryan Malatos, Jeff Marsden, Marc Montminy, Kelleigh Parette, Yadilette Rivera-Colón, and Melissa Spash. Attorney Julian Washington from the Mental Health Legal Advisors Committee joined in Member Phillip Kassel’s absence, and Pauline Nguyen from the Peace Officer Standards and Training Commission joined in Member Annie Lee’s absence.

Members absent: Jill Clark, Michael Hursh, Phillip Kassel, Annie Lee, Leon Smith and Paula Zandbergs

Meeting was called to order: 10:03 a.m. 

AGENDA

I. Welcome, Call to Order
Commission Co-Chair Angela Davis (Executive Office of Public Safety and Security, EOPSS) welcomed members and called the meeting to order. A quorum was confirmed.
The Commission welcomed three new members appointed by the Governor: Julie Gage, Seth Lucas, Yadilette Rivera-Colón. The new members introduced themselves and shared their perspectives and interest in supporting safe and supportive school environments and strengthening partnerships between schools, community organizations, and law enforcement.
II. Approval of Minutes
The minutes from the June 2026 meeting were reviewed. Annie Lee was added as present to the meeting. A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes. 

III. Review of agenda
Co-chair Davis reviewed the agenda for this meeting.

IV. Public comment 
No requests for public comment were received in advance of the meeting, or at the meeting.

V. Commission Co-Chair Comments
Co-Chair Bennett provided an update on Commission membership noting that two vacancies remain: a parent or guardian representative and a Massachusetts School Counselors Association representative. Co-Chair Bennett also informed the Commission of a recent Juvenile Justice Policy and Data (JJPAD) Board discussion regarding school discipline, juvenile justice system involvement, and academic attainment. A related report will be shared with Commission members.

VI. Public Input Findings and Discussion
The Commission reviewed preliminary analysis from the public input process conducted by DESE and EOPSS to help inform the Commission’s work. A total of 171 responses were received, including 133 online survey responses, 26 written comments, and comments from 12 participants in listening sessions. Survey responses represented all six regions in the Commonwealth and included students, parents and caregivers, school districts, SROs, law enforcement, community residents, community organizations, and other respondents. The Commission reviewed summary information about respondents’ familiarity with SRO roles, experiences with SROs, satisfaction with existing district SRO MOUs, and satisfaction with the current model SRO MOU. Members also reviewed examples of positive experiences and concerns raised through the public input process.
A substantial portion of the discussion focused on suggestions for revisions to the model SRO MOU. Respondents identified the need for clear and consistent SRO roles and responsibilities, particularly regarding the distinction between school discipline and law enforcement responsibilities. Members also discussed behavioral threat assessment and management teams as it relates to SROs and schools, SRO selection, continuity of SRO assignments, information sharing, and the organizational structure of SRO programs, including situations in which regional districts work with multiple police departments.
The Commission discussed public input regarding SRO training, including recommendations related to community and relationship building, trauma-informed practices, harm reduction, violence prevention, appropriate restraint, and understanding students’ individual needs and emotions. Members also reviewed suggestions concerning responsibility for collecting and reporting data on school-based arrests, citations, and court referrals. The discussion included comments about the need for clearer definitions related to court referrals, and an update was provided on the changes to the Child Requiring Assistance (CRA) process.
Additional suggestions from the public included establishing processes for complaints and community feedback, annual program and officer evaluations, equity impact reviews, professional boundaries, and prohibited relationships. Members noted that the public comments included differing and sometimes contradictory perspectives regarding the appropriate level of SRO involvement in schools, with some respondents seeking greater involvement and others seeking less.
The Commission further discussed behavioral threat assessment and management, including its potential impact on students of color and the roles of mental health professionals and law enforcement in the process. Members discussed the importance of behavioral threat assessment as a tool for intervention and prevention and shared different perspectives regarding the involvement of law enforcement. The Commission also discussed transparency, immigration enforcement, and information sharing with federal agencies, behavioral threat assessment training for SROs, and the potential collection of data related to searches.
Members were asked to continue reflecting on the preliminary public input findings, with additional discussion planned for the upcoming in-person meeting.
VII. Updates regarding upcoming meetings
The Commission will meet in person on September 10, 2026. The Commission will begin reviewing and providing feedback on updates to the current model SRO MOU, keeping in mind the required elements identified in G. L. c. 71 § 37P. Members were reminded that four Commission meetings remain in the current schedule, and that is it still to be determined if additional meetings will be needed.

VIII. Adjournment
With the agenda complete, a motion was made and approved to adjourn the meeting at 11:23 a.m. The next meeting will be held on September 10, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in person at DESE. 
REMINDER: Details about Commission meetings are posted on DESE’s 2026 Model SRO MOU Commission webpage.
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