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Notice of Public Meeting
of the
[bookmark: _Hlk59015176]Data Advisory Commission
As Established by the Student Opportunity Act (Ch. 132 of the Acts of 2019, Section 17)

In accordance with §§18-25 of Chapter 30A of the Massachusetts General Laws and 940 CMR 29.03, but subject to Chapter 2 of the Acts of 2023 signed into law by Governor Healey on March 29, 2023, notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Student Opportunity Act Data Advisory Commission to be held remotely at the following time and location:

Wednesday, February 4, 2026 from 4:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Online Meeting

Those who would like to attend the meeting should contact Matthew.J.Deninger@mass.gov for the information and instructions to access the meeting. Information to register for and to access the meeting will be available through the duration of the meeting.

Agenda Items
Reasonably anticipated topics of discussion at the February 4, 2026 Student Opportunity Act Data Advisory Commission include:
· Reviewing the charge of the commission
· Approving the minutes from the September 2025 meeting
· Introducing the new parent member of the Commission
· Providing updates on the Commission’s recommendations and focus areas (particularly #5 below, given the recent public release of the SOA/ESSER Spending study), which are to:
1. Optimize data collection, specifically regarding districts’ reporting of student information, in coordination with other state agencies, and specific to district use of incremental increases in Chapter 70 funding via the state Student Opportunity Act, in concert with the federal COVID relief funds for districts through ESSER I, II, and III. (§17(a)(i))
2. Optimize and align performance indicators, specifically regarding districts’ performance targets per the state Student Opportunity Act, and any federal requirements as part of ESSER I, II, and III to help determine if funding is achieving its intended purpose. (§17(a)(ii))
3. Improve data matching to better understand workforce/wage outcomes for students. (§17(a)(iii))
4. Strengthen the end-of-the-year financial data collection to improve usability of financial information, through improved coding and enhanced data exports. (§17(a)(i) through (iv))
5. Commission an independent researcher to study whether state funds are targeted to and are reaching intended population of students, whether cost-effective interventions are being implemented, and whether the funds are achieving their intended purpose. (§17(a)(i))
6. Support greater use of existing data analytics tools that provide data for all stakeholder groups, including but not limited to families, school personnel, district personnel, and policymakers, and work with all stakeholder groups to improve the availability and usability of state-supported data and data analytics tools. (§17(a)(ii))
· A review of financial transparency reporting models around the nation, pursuant to the SOA (Ch. 132 of the Acts of 2019, Section 17(a)(ii)): strengthening the department’s capacity to analyze and report staffing, scheduling and financial data in ways that support strategic resource allocation decisions at the district and school levels, including a review of national best practice models that ensure greater financial transparency
· Other items not reasonably anticipated 48 hours prior to the meeting.


For general information about the SOA Data Advisory Commission, please visit the Commission’s website.

Note: If there are any difficulties accessing the meeting conference, remote participants should immediately email Matt Deninger at Matthew.J.Deninger@mass.gov.
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