	
	
	



FY2027 Safe, Healthy, and Responsible Digital Life Grant
Fund Code 0177 | Question and Answers

Applicant Eligibility
1.  Can a clinical psychologist affiliated with a hospital apply directly for FC0177 funding to provide school-community psychoeducation programming, or would an eligible school/district entity need to apply?
Eligible applicants include Massachusetts public schools, including charter public schools, and educational collaboratives. A clinical psychologist or hospital may not apply independently but may participate as a contracted provider through an eligible applicant, subject to applicable procurement requirements and DESE approval.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Eligibility and Fund Use sections.
2.  May a single application serve students across multiple schools or grade spans (elementary, middle, and high school)?
Yes. A district may propose activities across multiple schools and elementary, middle, and/or high school grades. Applicants should identify participating schools and grades, developmentally appropriate activities, and implementation responsibilities.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Purpose section; Application Planning Template, Section B, Questions 4 and 6.

Grant Purpose and Priorities
1.  Can districts include a Screens & Social Media program that combines mental health assessments, individual and family therapy, caregiver support, staff training, and family webinars focused on healthy social media use and digital wellness?
Caregiver education, staff training, family webinars, and school-community psychoeducation on healthy digital practices align with the grant’s educational purpose. Individual mental health assessments and clinical or family therapy are not specifically identified as allowable activities.
2.  Would incorporating digital-wellness and media-literacy lessons into existing elementary and middle school computer science instruction, together with educator training, stipends, and family engagement, demonstrate the implementation readiness DESE is seeking?
Applicants may integrate digital-wellness and media-literacy instruction into existing computer science courses. Proposals should explain the instructional approach, educator preparation, family engagement, student voice, staff responsibilities, and timeline through June 30, 2027. 
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Purpose and Priorities sections; Key Grant Requirements, Requirements 3, 5, and 9.

Funding and Award Amounts
1. Who is the DESE-approved vendor for the required $25,000 professional learning, reflection, and data-collection set-aside? Will grantees select from a list of approved vendors or be assigned one? What services will the vendor provide, including expected service hours, district-level activities, curriculum-related support, and implementation timelines, so applicants can avoid duplicating services in their proposed budgets?
Each grantee must reserve $25,000 of its award for DESE-approved vendor services supporting professional learning, reflection, and data collection. Grantees will enter into an agreement with the selected vendor, which will invoice them directly. DESE will provide further information about vendor identification, selection, and deliverables. 
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; RFQ 27RFQTALAL2, Attachment A, Scope of Service and Budget sections.

Allowable and Unallowable Expenses
1.  Are stipends for middle-school educators working outside contracted hours and substitute coverage for cross-grade professional learning allowable uses of FC0177 funding beyond the vendor set-aside?
Yes. Stipends for grant-related work outside contracted hours and substitute coverage needed for grant-related professional learning or implementation are allowable when included in the approved project budget and incurred within the grant period.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section.
2.  Are subscription licenses for digital curriculum from a commercial provider allowable cost under the remaining implementation funds?
Digital curriculum subscriptions may be allowable when they directly support approved instruction and are appropriately budgeted for the grant period. Applicants should seek DESE clarification on uncertain licensing arrangements.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; Key Grant Requirements, Requirement 4, Select Appropriate Curriculum and Instructional Resources.
3.  May professional development and family engagement services provided by a curriculum vendor be included in the implementation budget?
Such services may be proposed as implementation expenses if they support the approved project, do not duplicate the required $25,000 vendor services, and meet procurement and approval requirements.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Purpose and Fund Use sections; Key Grant Requirements, Requirements 5 and 6.
4.  If an organization is not selected as the designated DESE-approved vendor, may grantees contract with it for other allowable implementation services using remaining grant funds, subject to procurement and approval requirements?
Yes. Other organizations may provide allowable implementation services through separate grantee contracts, subject to the approved project and budget, procurement rules, and required approvals. They may not use these arrangements to perform services reserved for the DESE-approved vendor.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; Key Grant Requirements, Allowable Fund Use and Vendor Set-Asides sections.

Curriculum and Instructional Materials
1. What services and activities will the DESE-approved vendor provide, including any curriculum-related support, so applicants can avoid duplicating services in their budgets?
The required $25,000 vendor services cover professional learning, reflection, and data collection. Applicants should separately budget needed curriculum resources and consult forthcoming DESE guidance to avoid overlap.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; RFQ 27RFQTALAL2, Attachment A, Scope of Service, Workstreams 2–3 and 5–6.
2. At the high school level, must all students within a particular grade receive the proposed instruction, or may the instruction be offered as an elective? For example, if a district implements PLTW Cybersecurity, must all ninth-grade students participate, or may enrollment be optional?
Instruction may be offered to a defined group rather than every student in a grade. Applicants should identify participating students, explain equitable access, and ensure relevant content aligns with the grant. 
Source: Key Grant Requirements, Requirements 3 and 10; Application Planning Template, Section H, Question 15.

Family and Community Engagement
1.  Can a district include caregiver education and family educational webinars concerning healthy social media use and digital wellness as part of its proposed activities?
Yes. Caregiver education and family webinars on healthy social media use and digital wellness may be included when aligned with project goals. Applicants should explain how these activities complement student instruction.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Purpose, Priorities, and Fund Use sections; Key Grant Requirements, Requirement 6, Engage Families as Partners.

Evaluation and Reporting Requirements
1.  Does DESE expect grantees to report student outcomes at the school or district level? Are there specified measures or indicators for assessing program effectiveness?
Grantees must report implementation, participation, educator feedback, expenditures, family engagement, and student learning when applicable. Applicants should identify proposed indicators and data-collection methods.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Additional Information section; Key Grant Requirements, Requirement 10, Participate in Reflection and Data Collection; Application Planning Template, Section H, Question 15.
2.  Will DESE accept curriculum-embedded pre- and post-assessments as student outcome data for required data-collection activities?
Yes, curriculum-embedded pre- and post-assessments may be proposed when student learning data are applicable. 
Source: Key Grant Requirements, Requirements 3 and 10; Application Planning Template, Section H, Question 15.
3.  Will grantees be expected to share aggregate student outcome data with the DESE-approved vendor? If so, in what format?
Grantees must cooperate with DESE and its approved vendor on required data collection. Student-learning data should be included when applicable. 
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; Key Grant Requirements, Requirement 10; RFQ 27RFQTALAL2, Attachment A, Workstream 4, Data and Continuous Improvement Supports.

Scoring and Selection Criteria
1.  How can a charter school that is its own LEA determine whether it participates in the Accelerating Achievement initiative for the competitive priority? Are charter applicants that do not participate at a disadvantage?
All Massachusetts public charter schools are eligible, regardless of Accelerating Achievement participation. The RFP provides a competitive priority for eligible applicants serving participating districts and schools; nonparticipants remain eligible. Charter schools should confirm their participation status with DESE before claiming the priority.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Priorities and Eligibility sections.

Application Timeline and Submission Process
1.  The grant summary listing shows November 6, 2026, while the individual RFP lists November 9, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern. Can DESE correct or clarify the application deadline shown in the summary listing?
The grant summary listing has been updated to Monday, November 9, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. Applications must reach the LEA Superintendent/Chief Executive Approved stage in GEM$ by that deadline. 
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Date Due and Submission Instructions sections.

Other
1.  Is DESE currently accepting or considering additional vendors for the FY2027 Safe, Healthy, and Responsible Digital Life Grant? If so, what is the process and timeline for consideration for the required $25,000 vendor role?
DESE is using a separate competitive RFQ under Departmental Master Agreement 25MASSSMS1 for the required vendor services. DESE will notify grantees of the selected vendor and service-agreement process following award.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Fund Use section; RFQ 27RFQTALAL2, Bid Template, Sections 9 and 11; Attachment A, Scope of Service.
2. What steps should interest service providers and their school or district partners take to participate in FC0177, navigate applicable contracting and approval requirements, and accurately advise potential grant applicants?
Eligible schools, districts, charter schools, and educational collaboratives apply through GEM$ by the published deadline and include the $25,000 vendor set-aside in their budgets. Other service providers should coordinate with eligible applicants; proposed services must meet grant, procurement, and approval requirements. Applicants and providers should consult the RFP and Key Grant Requirements before making commitments.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Eligibility, Fund Use, and Submission Instructions sections; Key Grant Requirements, Requirements 1 and 5.
3. Under the “Additional Information” section of the FC0177 RFP, applicants are directed to review the Safe, Healthy, and Responsible Digital Life Grant Key Requirements. Where can applicants find this document?
The Key Requirements document is linked in the Additional Information section of the FY2027 Fund Code 0177 RFP. It describes project components, curriculum, professional learning, student voice, family engagement, equity, data collection, the vendor set-aside, and fund uses.
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Additional Information section.
4. Under Fund Use, the solicitation states that grantees must allocate $25,000 from their award to "the DESE approved vendor." Has there already been a vendor identified for this work, and if so, whom? If a vendor has not yet been identified, will there be a competition for these services? Also, is there a separate portion of the legislatively mandated funds that will be contracted out for the development of statewide resources and services for educators and students related to digital literacy?
DESE is conducting a competitive RFQ under Master Agreement 25MASSSMS1.
Grantees must reserve $25,000 from their awards, not from additional funds, and contract with and pay the selected vendor directly. The RFQ also addresses statewide implementation resources, instructional supports, and family-engagement materials. 
Source: FY27 FC0177 RFP, Funding and Fund Use sections
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